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Cecily J. Hilsdale : Byzantine Art and Diplomacy in an Age of Decline before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Byzantine Art and Diplomacy in an Age of Decline:

The Late Byzantine period (1261ndash;1453) is marked by a paradoxical discrepancy between economic weakness
and cultural strength. The apparent enigma can be resolved by recognizing that later Byzantine diplomatic strategies,
despite or because of diminishing political advantage, relied on an increasingly desirable cultural and artistic heritage.
This book reassesses the role of the visual artsin this era by examining the imperial image and the gift as reconceived
in the final two centuries of the Byzantine Empire. In particular it traces a series of luxury objects created specifically
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for diplomatic exchange with such courts as Genoa, Paris and Moscow alongside key examples of imperial imagery
and ritual. By questioning how political decline refigured the visual culture of empire, Cecily J. Hilsdale offers amore
nuanced and dynamic account of medieval cultural exchange that considers the temporal dimensions of power and the
changing fates of empires.

"Cecily Hilsdale's important volume ... isamajor contribution to the field. She asks essential questions and provides a
rich and deep context for consideration of later Byzantine art ... Her discussion of objects leads to questions not
otherwise asked and thus to new insights about the function of images. Almost every scholar interested in this period
of Mediterranean history will come away with something for his or her own work." The Medieval "Thisis avery well-
written book that makes excellent use of Byzantine sources. It isfull of ideas and new interpretations of well-known
Byzantine objects ... For some years now, the author has been deeply engaged with this exciting topic in her various
papers and this book, and | am sure that we can ook forward to more on Byzantine art and diplomacy from her in the
yearsto come." Maria Vassilaki, SpeculumAbout the AuthorCecily J. Hilsdale is Associate Professor in the
Department of Art History and Communication Studies at McGill University, Montreacute;al. Her research concerns
cultural exchange in the medieval Mediterranean, in particular the circulation of Byzantine luxury objects as
diplomatic gifts aswell asthe related dissemination of eastern styles, techniques, and iconographies and ideol ogies of
imperium.



