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Sidney Toy : Castles: Their Construction and History (Dover Architecture)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Castles: Their Construction and History (Dover 
Architecture): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy J StormOkay, so this is a book you might use to fill a 
bookcase to make it look like you read texts...However, if you are a dungeon master, or just a writer of novels, it's 
indispensable! This book shows you the exact construction and layout of any castle you need to build, draw out on a 
map for your campaign, or at least, have in your mind while writing a book!2 of 2 people found the following review 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00BOKIWSW


helpful. not what i expected, but still goodBy BrianInteresting and detailed history. I was hoping more for construction 
techniques and specifics because I want to build a tower and possibly more on my property but it was a good read 
regardless.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ... wish some of the pictures where a tad bit better but 
other then that this is a great bookBy rickybobby07I wish some of the pictures where a tad bit better but other then that 
this is a great book. Lots of good info. Anyone who is into castles should have this book on the shelf.

The art of fortification had reached a high state of development even at the dawn of history. Powerful military works, 
dating from the remotest periods, have been found in Asia Minor, in Greece, and in the basins of the Tigris, the 
Euphrates, and the Nile rivers. The medieval castle, with its strategic, crenellated ramparts and aura of legend and 
romance, represents perhaps the most familiar form of a long-crucial art. This concise, scholarly volume traces the 
history of the castle from its ancient roots in the Levant, through Roman times and the Middle Ages, to the fanciful 
chateaux of the sixteenth century. Profusely illustrated with nearly 200 photographs, floor-plan diagrams, and pen-and-
ink renderings, Castles explores innovations in castle design, siege operations, artillery, and other weapons, living 
conditions within the castle, and clearly explains intriguing features of construction: moats, baileys, keeps, donjons, 
barbicans, double curtains, loopholes, and many others. In addition, noted historian and fortification expert Sidney Toy 
takes the reader on a detailed guided tour of over 120 of the most famous castles and fortresses of Europe and the 
Middle East. Explore Caernarvon Castle (associated with the Princes of Wales), Dover Castle, Arundel Castle, 
Hadrian's Wall, the Tower of London, the famed city of Troy, and dozens of others in vivid accounts focusing on the 
architecture, offensive and defensive modifications, and historical importance of each structure or site. Castle 
enthusiasts, medievalists, military buffs, travelers, and anyone interested in the evolution and development of the 
castle will find this meticulously researched overview an informative and absorbing account. 

From the Back CoverThe art of fortification had reached a high state of development even at the dawn of history. 
Powerful military works, dating from the remotest periods, have been found in Asia Minor, in Greece, and in the 
basins of the Tigris, the Euphrates, and the Nile rivers. The medieval castle, with its strategic, crenellated ramparts and 
aura of legend and romance, represents perhaps the most familiar form of a long-crucial art.This concise, scholarly 
volume traces the history of the castle from its ancient roots in the Levant, through Roman times and the Middle Ages, 
to the fanciful chateaux of the sixteenth century. Profusely illustrated with nearly 200 photographs, floor-plan 
diagrams, and pen-and-ink renderings, Castles explores innovations in castle design, siege operations, artillery, and 
other weapons, living conditions within the castle, and clearly explains intriguing features of construction: moats, 
baileys, keeps, donjons, barbicans, double curtains, loopholes, and many others.In addition, noted historian and 
fortification expert Sidney Toy takes the reader on a detailed guided tour of over 120 of the most famous castles and 
fortresses of Europe and the Middle East. Explore Caernarvon Castle (associated with the Princes of Wales), Dover 
Castle, Arundel Castle, Hadrian's Wall, the Tower of London, the famed city of Troy, and dozens of others in vivid 
accounts focusing on the architecture, offensive and defensive modifications, and historical importance of each 
structure or site.Castle enthusiasts, medievalists, military buffs, travelers, and anyone interested in the evolution and 
development of the castle will find this meticulously researched overview an informative and absorbing account. 


