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John R Short : Liquid City: Megalopolis and the Contemporary Northeast (Resourcesfor the Future) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Liquid City: Megalopolis and
the Contemporary Northeast (Resources for the Future):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Essential Update to GottmannBy L. KorossyJean Gottmann's 1961
"Megalopolis' was the foundational document of a new paradigm in the social sciences: the study of cities as regional
phenomena rather than single points with outlying effects. Mostly social geography, but parts history, political science,
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sociology, economics, public policy, and more, "Megalopolis' has been widely influential in al these fields, aswell as
afascinating case study of the US Northeast. Although an instant classic, it istoday somewhat dated, with over sixty
years having passed since its publication, along with sixty years of growth and development in the study region
(including the construction of 1-95!) aswell as new developments in megal opoli around the world.John Rennie Short's
"Liquid City" isthe essential update to Gottmann's watershed work. It revisits each concept explored and documented
by Gottmann (using, in part, data from the 2000 Census), to examine what time has wrought in the Northeast, and how
Gottmann's predictions and analysis hold up today. The answer? They hold up pretty well, and Short ventures to make
his own predictions -- we'll see about them sometime in the 2060s, | suppose. Until then, thisis an essential work to be
read alongside Gottmann, or even just on its own.

Megal opolis was the name given to a Peloponnesian city that was founded around 371- 368 BCE. Though planned on
agrand scale, the city failed to realize the dreams of the founders, and it declined by the late Roman period. In 1957,
the renowned geographer Jean Gottman applied the term in his description of the densely populated area of the
northeastern United States that includes the cities of Boston, New Y ork, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and
Washington.Liquid City isthe first book to examine the social, economic, and demographic changes that have taken
place in Megalopolis over the past fifty years. Nearly onein six Americans live in the modern Megalopolis, making it
one of the largest city regionsin the world. John Rennie Short juxtaposes Gottman's work with his own examination,
providing a comprehensive assessment of the region's evolution.Particularly important are his use of 2000 Census data
and his discussions of sources of identity, unity, and fragmentation in Megalopolis. Emphasizing the fluid, variable
character of Megalopoalis, this clear and accessible book focuses on five aspects of change: population redistribution
from cities to suburbs; economic restructuring; immigration; patterns of racial/ethnic segregation; and the processes of
globalization that have made one of the world's most influential economies.

'Elegant and thought-provoking...John Rennie Short has done a masterful job of revisiting and documenting how
Megal opalis has changed since Gottmann.' 'A timely and valuable work for those interested in the origin and evolution
of the Northeast?s megalopolis. The engaging style will be appreciated by audiences in academics and beyond -
including policymakers, planners, and the general public.' Robert Lang, Metropolitan Institute at Virginia Tech 'This
work will be of particular interest within the disciplines of geography, urban sociology, urban history, and urban
studies and planning.' Choice "A timely and valuable work for those interested in the origin and evolution of the
Northeast's megalopolis. The engaging style will be appreciated by audiences in academics and beyond -- including
policymakers, planners, and the general public.” -- Robert Lang, Metropolitan Institute at Virginia TechAbout the
AuthorJohn Rennie Short is professor of public policy at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, where he
specializes in urban issues and globalization. His books include Alabaster Cities, Urban Theory, Globalization and the
City, and Globa Metropolitan.



