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Thomas Dolan : Live-Work Planning and Design: Zero-Commute Housing  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Live-Work Planning and Design: Zero-Commute Housing: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Live-Work: Create, Cut your commute, and Comply with Planning 
Codes...all in one bookBy amsconbergThis is a great reference for planners, architects, and developers. It describes 
how to work within existing building codes to create a basic shell of hybrid spaces that allows artists and other creative 
entrepreneurs to define how they live and work. All the pictures you see in magazines are great....but half of them 
would be illegal if you went to try to build them now. Typically, "codes" and "design" are pretty far apart. This book 
explains how to bring them together.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Live-workBy Jeff RichardsI 
have now read about half of the book 'Live-Work Planning and Design: Zero-Commute Housing', and am finding the 
book informative, though somewhat repeditive. Laying the groundwork in the first half, with the definitions and 
standards is no doubt important; and, I am now finding the second half of the book more interesting.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. way way way out of date!By jatfoxI am thoroughly. Disappointed with the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B007RT1MSG


purchase of this book because1.The content is out dated. 2. Pictures, diagrams and other information is repeated in 
numerous places. 3.The book contains no new or creative ideas.Dont waste your money!!!!

ldquo;Although the live-work concept is now accepted among progressive urban design and planning professionals, 
the specifics that define the term, and its application, remain sketchy. This encyclopedic work is sure to change that, 
providing the critical information that is needed by architects, planners and citizens.rdquo; -Peter Katz, Author, The 
New Urbanism, and Planning Director, Arlington County, Virginia Live-Work Planning and Design is the only 
comprehensive guide to the design and planning of live-work spaces for architects, designers, and urban planners. 
Readers will learn from built examples of live-work, both new construction and renovation, in a variety of locations. 
Urban planners, developers, and economic development staff will learn how various municipalities have developed 
and incorporated live-work within building codes and city plans. The author, whose pioneering website, www.live-
work.com, has been guiding practitioners and users of live-work since 1998, is the United States' leading expert on the 
subject.

"Dolan's book is an enormously knowledgeable guide to fitting work and living back together. It will be useful to 
architects, planners, builders, developers, and, most of all, urbanists." (Bettercities.net, June 2012)From the Back 
CoverA comprehensive guide to building integrated living and work spaces "The live-work unit is the natural habitat 
of mankind. Dwellingsmdash;from palace to hovelmdash;have always included places of work. It is only in this past 
century of suburban madness that the connection has been lost. Tom Dolan's book is not radicalmdash;it is merely a 
recall to sanity."mdash;Andreacute;s Duany, CNU, FAIA "An exciting and clear blueprint for the kind of shared 
home/office design that is gaining momentum throughout the country. Having enjoyed the live-work lifestyle for many 
years, I hope this book will encourage others to try it."mdash;Carol Coletta, Director, ArtPlace As suburban models of 
separated-use zoning fade in importance, live-work, which offers both flexibility and zero-commute living, has 
emerged as the ultimate mixed-use type. Live-work refers to buildings and mixed-use neighborhoods that concentrate 
all of life's functions in one place. Advances in computer and networking technologies allow more people to work 
from home, leading to a renewed interest in this hybrid land-use and building type. Live-Work Planning and Design 
walks readers through the entire process of getting live-work projects designed, approved, and built. The author draws 
on more than twenty-five years of experience in the field, examining in detail a wide range of project types, including 
courtyard communities, flexhouses, housing over retail, artists' studios, lofts, condominiums, and more. Numerous 
case studies and real-world examples highlight both successful and failed projects, with an emphasis on integrating 
buildings into the neighborhood to help projects succeed. Complete with hundreds of photos and illustrations of live-
work and zero-commute housing types, this book discusses the market for live-work, provides guidance for both new 
construction and renovation, and describes how various municipalities have incorporated live-work into city plans. 
Architects, urban planners, developers, and builders of live-work projects will find this book an insightful and highly 
practical resource. It is also valuable for zoning officials and urban planners working on planning and building codes 
and urban designs that incorporate live-work projects.About the AuthorTHOMAS DOLAN is the principal of Thomas 
Dolan Architecture (TDA) in Oakland, California. An architect, landscape and urban designer, and development and 
code consultant, Dolan designed the first purpose-built live-work complex constructed in the United States. He was 
instrumental in the development of the live-work building code for the city of Oakland. Dolan is active in the Congress 
for the New Urbanism and is the founder of the pioneering website www.live-work.com, which has been a resource 
for practitioners and users of live-work since 1998. 


