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Howard Davis : Living Over the Store: Architecture and Local Urban Life  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Living Over the Store: Architecture and Local Urban Life: 

The shop/house ndash; the building combining commercial/retail uses and dwellings ndash; appears over many 
periods of history in most cities in the world. This book combines architectural history, cross-cultural understandings 
and accounts of contemporary policy and building practice to provide a comprehensive account of this common but 
overlooked building.The merchant's house in northern European cities, the Asian shophouse, the apartment building 
on New York avenues, typical apartment buildings in Rome and in Paris ndash; this variety of shop/houses along with 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00794UET2


the commonality of attributes that form them, mean that the hybrid phenomenon is as much a social and economic one 
as it is an architectural one. Professionals, city officials and developers are taking a new look at buildings that allow 
for higher densities and mixed-use. Describing exemplary contemporary projects and issues pertaining to their 
implementation as well as the background, cultural variety and urban attributes, this book will benefit designers 
dealing with mixed-use buildings as well as academics and students.

"Howard Davis takes the bland term "mixed use" and injects it with life and character. The global flavor of his thesis 
confirms an enduring, near universal truth: that the merger of where one lives and what one does can be of the highest 
human good. This may well be at the root of what it means to build sustainably." - Emily Talen, School of 
Geographical Sciences and Urban Planning, Arizona State University "This is an architectural book that is embedded 
in the finest cultural analysis and continues Davisrsquo; high level of scholarship established in his first book, The 
Culture of Building. His writing is unique in its ability to identify universal characteristics of the built environment 
while maintaining a constant focus on culturally specific characteristics through a remarkable collection of case-
studies from various cultures worldwide." - Thomas C. Hubka, Department of Architecture, University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee "Ultimately, Davisrsquo;s book is an argument for a better city ? one that facilitates walkability, face-to-
face interactions, and a vibrant street scene. The shop/house, as Howard Davis so persuasively reminds us, could be an 
important ingredient in that urban mix." - Traditional Dwellings and Settlements About the AuthorHoward Davis is 
Professor of Architecture at the University of Oregon. His work is concerned with the social and cultural frameworks 
of architecture, the process of building, and the relationships between building typology, urban morphology, and 
grassroots economic development. His book The Culture of Building was named Best Publication in Architecture and 
Urban Studies by the Association of American Publishers in 2000. 


