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Richard J. Cawthon : Lost Churches of Mississippi  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Lost Churches of Mississippi: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. MoreBy MarthaThis may seem like an obscure subject. The 
churches aren't there anymore? So why are we studying them? For me my interest in Mississippi history stems from its 
oddity, variety and obscurity. The mix of cultures, from Natchez area of early wealth and "sin" to the many important 
churches with people worshiping nearby. Diversity of a state which is over half Black in population, and also has 
remnents of strong Choctaw, Chickasaw and Natchez Native Amer. life. Churches helped to organize the disparate 
groups and were the strongest source for growth of groups and people. People gathered there, like slaves and freemen 
gathered to organize. Mississippi is a story of a history, steeped in a story of faith and church structures. It isn't 
straightforward, but steeped in inuendo. I love this book and the historical source information which I have found in 
this beautiful book. I also respect the source of the information presented, the author and publisher, both from Millsaps 
College, a prestigious Methodist College in Jackson, founded about 1892.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Well done. Great photos.By Gloria MitchellJust what I expected. Enjoying the history of these churches that 
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no longer exist. This is a really nice book suitable for " coffee table" ...love the pictures which are invaluable for those 
of us who never saw these churches. Much information here that I did not know. Interesting reading.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy David McMunnThank you!

Lost Churches of Mississippi is a collection of archival photographs, postcards, and drawings of more than one 
hundred notable churches and synagogues vanquished by fire, disaster, development, or neglect. Constructed primarily 
from the mid-1800s through the early 1900s, these places of worship were often among the most visually prominent 
and architecturally striking buildings in Mississippi. Storms, floods, tornadoes, flames, bulldozers, or the disbandment 
of congregations razed what once was hallowed.In Lost Churches of Mississippi, architectural historian Richard J. 
Cawthon reclaims such noteworthy churches as the old St. Paul's Catholic Church in Vicksburg, Bethel Presbyterian 
Church near Columbus, the old Trinity Episcopal Church in Pass Christian, and the old First Presbyterian Church in 
Yazoo City. Selections represent over fifty towns and cities throughout the state and are captured in 180 distinctive 
black-and-white illustrations from several historical archives and other collections.Cawthon discusses the architectural 
features and historical background of each house of worship and provides a brief introduction that illuminates the 
study of lost buildings, as well as a glossary of architectural terms and an annotated bibliography. Lost Churches of 
Mississippi rescues a cardinal legacy and recognizes a portion of the state's rich architectural and religious heritage.

From the Inside FlapA richly illustrated history of over one hundred sacred structures lost to disaster, demolition, or 
abandonmentAbout the AuthorRichard J. Cawthon, former chief architectural historian with the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and History, is currently a historic preservation specialist for FEMA's Mississippi Recovery 
Office and works on the state's Gulf Coast. He wrote the text for Victorian Houses of Mississippi and Historic 
Churches of Mississippi (University Press of Mississippi). 


