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Tony Claydon, Charles-Eacute;douard Levillain : Louis XIV Outside In: Images of the Sun King Beyond
France, 1661-1715 (Paliticsand Culturein Europe, 1650-1750) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Louis X1V Qutside In: Images of the Sun King Beyond France, 1661-
1715 (Politics and Culture in Europe, 1650-1750):
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Louis X1V - the rsquo; Sun Kingrsquo; - casts along shadow over the history of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
Europe. Y et while he has been the subject of numerous works, much of the scholarship remains firmly rooted within
national frameworks and traditions. Thusin France Louisis still chiefly remembered for the splendid baroque culture
his reign ushered in, and his political achievementsin wielding together a strong centralised French state; whereas in
England, the Netherlands and other protestant states, his memory is that of an aggressive military tyrant and persecutor
of non-Cathalics. In order to try to break free of such parochial strictures, this volume builds upon the approach of
scholars such as Ragnhild Hatton who have attempted to situate L ouisrsquo; legacy within broader, pan-European
context. But where Hatton focused primarily on geo-political themes, Louis X1V Outside In introduces current
interestsin cultura history, integrating aspects of artistic, literary and musical themes. In particular it examines the
formulation and use of images of Louis XIV abroad, concentrating on Louis neighbours in north west Europe. This
broad geographical coverage demonstrates how images of Louis X1V were moulded by the polemical needs of people
far from Versailles, and distorted from any French originals by the particular political and cultural circumstances of
diverse nations. Because the French regimersguo;s ability to control the public image of its leader was very limited,
the collection highlights how - at least in the sphere of public presentation - his power was frequently denied,
subverted, or appropriated to very different purposes, questioning the limits of his absolutism which has also been
such afeature of recent work.

"This volume teaches us that history islocal (even in aninternational context) and that each player has a different
agenda based on evolving foreign and domestic relations. For this reason, the importance of looking from the "outside
in" ismore than justified, and the authors deserve much credit in creating a rich volume of texts, one that should
accompany studies of Louis X1V, aswell as be required reading on the central role of image making by the regimes
that governed Europe during the early modern period.” - Annmarie Sawkins, Milwaukee, WisconsinAbout the
AuthorTony Claydon is Professor of Early Modern History at Bangor University, Wales. He is author of several books
including, William 111 and the Godly Revolution; (with lan McBride) ed., Protestantism and National |dentity: Britain
and Ireland ¢.1650-¢.1850; William I11: Profilesin Power; and Europe and the Making of England, 1660-1760.
Charles-Atilde;permil;douard Levillain is Professor of History at the Universiteacute; Paris VII Denis Diderot, France.
A historian of early modern Britain and Europe, he works primarily on Anglo-Dutch politics in the late seventeenth
and early eighteenth centuries. He is author of, Vaincre Louis X1V. Angleterre-Hollande-France. Histoire d'une
relation tiangulaire (1665-1688) (Champ Vallon, 2010); and Un glaive pour un royaume. La querelle de lamilice dans
Irsquo;Angleterre du XV1le siegrave;cle (Honoreacute; Champion, 2014).



