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J.W. Hanke: Maritainrsquo;s Ontology of the Work of Art before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Maritainrsquo;s Ontology of the Work of Art:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Who is making money on this book?By Virginia HankeMy father
wrote this book and of course | think its great. Who exactly is making money on this book now that he's no longer
aive?

I. Since the appearance in 1902 of Benedetto Croce's L 'estetica come scienza dell' espressione e linguistica generale,
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the problem of the ontology of the work of art or aesthetic object - what kind of thing it is and what its mode of being
is - has come to occupy a central place in the philosophy of art. Moreover, a particular conception of the identity of art
objectsis at present adriving force in some quarters of the art world itself. As Harold Rosenberg so well points out,
Minimalist or Reductive Art has attempted, sometimes quite self-consciously, to establish the autonomous physical
reality of the work of art by emptyshy; ing it of all expressive and representational content. ! What is the ontological
problem? One rather crude way of stating it isto ask where the work of art or object of aesthetic contemplation 2
exists. Isit, to pick some examples, to be identified with the material product of the artist's labors which exists
spatialy "outside of" and independently of artist and beholder? Or doesit exist only "in the mind" of the beholder or
the artist? Isit either one perception of abeholder or a series of his perceptions? Or isit the class of all percepshy;
tions of either all spectators or all "qualified" spectators? Put another way, it would be a question of whether and to
what such purported names as 'Beethoven's Fifth Symphony' refer.



