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Mark Haydu LC STL : Meditations on Vatican Art  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Meditations on Vatican Art: 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. First it was a Gift but the second Copy is for the ConventBy 
SMThis was purchased for our pastor. I was attracted by the classical art and the Jesuit spirituality. It seemed perfect 
for a priest who appreciates classical religious art and is an amazing spiritual leader. Most recently I purchased it for 
our convent. It's too good to pass up. With a Jesuit Pope in the Vatican, it seems right to experience the spirituality that 
formed the new Vicar of Christ. It's the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola and the best of religious art rolled 
into one presentation.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Great visual tool for devotion and 
meditationBy Chris from OhioThis was a terrific book. It is a large coffee-table sized book with all color pictures and 
detailed meditations that follow the format of the Ignatius Spiritual Exercises. Note that the book is not attempting to 
catalog all Vatican art (there are hundreds of thousands of pieces). Instead, the author is choosing specific pieces of 
sacred art that follow a theme of events of salvation history and the beauty (and/or glory) of these events for followers 
of the faith.This would be a great gift for any Christian and especially Catholic Christian who wants to meditate on the 
sweep of salvation history that culminates in the Resurrection, and the Hope (and, yes, the responsibilities) that this 
event signals.Highly recommended.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An Ignatius retreatBy Holly 
SThis book has wonderful pictures and meditations that offer insight well beyond what the average viewer of this art 
would see and comprehend. Together these meditations add up to an Ignatius retreat that I have found to be quite 
inspiring and uplifting. For those of you less interested in the retreat aspect, the meditations provide a lot of insight 
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into the art and what the artist was conveying. I bought a second copy to circulate to some friends. For a book with 
beautiful color photos of the art, it was surprising inexpensive. Can't recommend it highly enough. It was well packed, 
shipped in a timely manner, and appropriately described.

Deepen your relationship with God as you reflect on art from the Vatican collections and pray the Ignatian Spiritual 
Exercises. Fr. Mark Haydu, International Coordinator of the Patrons of the Arts in the Vatican Museums, serves as the 
spiritual guide for this exquisite collection of art, contemplation, and prayer. The book follows the four categories of 
the Ignatian Exercises mdash; 1) Creation, 2) Sin, 3) Jesus Christ, and 4) Resurrection. Each day of prayer 
includes:bull; Vatican Art image with a poetic overview and short descriptive background information about the 
artbull; Scripture passagebull; Reflection on the art image and scripture passagebull; Concluding prayerbull; 
Reflective questions for the reader to ponder or use as writing prompts Create your own retreat with these 28 days of 
prayer or feast on their beauty as time allows. A rich treasury of art and spirituality for all those seeking to grow in 
their experience of God.

About the AuthorMark Haydu, LC, is the international coordinator of the Patrons of the Arts in the Vatican Museums. 
He guides the activities of patron chapters in both the United States and Europe and has managed development for 
numerous restorations. Fr. Haydu also serves as a spiritual director for seminarians and offers an expertise and 
background in the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises, in addition to his 20-plus years of communicating faith through art and 
images. He holds a bachelor degree and licentiate degree in both Theology and Philosophy from the Pontifical 
Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum in Rome.El P. Mark Haydu, LC es el coordinador internacional de los Patronos del 
arte de los museos vaticanos. Es el encargado de coordinar las actividades de los patronos en Estados Unidos y en 
Europa, ademaacute;s de haberse encabezado diversos proyectos de restauracioacute;n. El P. Mark tambieacute;n 
colabora formando seminaristas y compartiendo mucha de su amplia experiencia artiacute;stica a traveacute;s de los 
Ejercicios Espirituales Ignacianos. Por maacute;s de 20 antilde;os ha transmitido la fe a traveacute;s del arte y de las 
imaacute;genes. Cuenta con el grado de licenciado en Filosofiacute;a y Teologiacute;a por el Ateneo Pontificio Regina 
Apostolorum. 


