
[Download] The Irish in Us: Irishness, Performativity, and Popular Culture

The Irish in Us: Irishness, Performativity, and Popular Culture

From Duke University Press Books 
*Download PDF | ePub | DOC | audiobook | ebooks

#2075578 in eBooks 2006-02-01 2006-02-01File Name: B00EHNYSGI | File size: 23.Mb

From Duke University Press Books : The Irish in Us: Irishness, Performativity, and Popular Culture  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Irish in Us: Irishness, 
Performativity, and Popular Culture: 

11 of 29 people found the following review helpful. IrishnessBy ColI am reading this book so I am aware these are 
first impressions. So far, it is pretty offensive. Apparently the proud heritage I inherited from my parents, grandparents 
and so on is so much fluff and nonsense. So no one of Euro- American heritage has an authentic claim to ethnic 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00EHNYSGI


identity? What is the purpose of this book? I may amend this later and I certainly intend to read it closely but so far, it 
is so much hyperbole.

Over the past decade or so, Irishness has emerged as an idealized ethnicity, one with which large numbers of people 
around the world, and particularly in the United States, choose to identify. Seeking to explain the widespread appeal of 
all things Irish, the contributors to this collection show that for Americans, Irishness is rapidly becoming the white 
ethnicity of choice, a means of claiming an ethnic identity while maintaining the benefits of whiteness. At the same 
time, the essayists challenge essentialized representations of Irishness, bringing attention to the complexities of Irish 
history and culture that are glossed over in Irish-themed weddings and shamrock tattoos.Examining how Irishness is 
performed and commodified in the contemporary transnational environment, the contributors explore topics including 
Van Morrisonrsquo;s music, Frank McCourtrsquo;s writing, the explosion of Irish-themed merchandising, the 
practices of heritage seekers, the movie The Crying Game, and the significance of red hair. Whether considering the 
implications of Garth Brooksrsquo;s claim of Irishness and his enormous popularity in Ireland, representations of Irish 
masculinity in the TV series Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Angel, or Americansrsquo; recourse to a consoling 
Irishness amid the racial and nationalist tensions triggered by the events of September 11, the contributors delve into 
complex questions of ethnicity, consumerism, and globalization. Ultimately, they call for an increased awareness of 
the exclusionary effects of claims of Irishness and for the cultivation of flexible, inclusive ways of affiliating with 
Ireland and the Irish.Contributors. Natasha Casey, Maeve Connolly, Catherine M. Eagan, Sean Griffin, Michael 
Malouf, Mary McGlynn, Gerardine Meaney, Diane Negra, Lauren Onkey, Maria Pramaggiore, Stephanie Rains, 
Amanda Third

ldquo;Diane Negra has built a dynamic cultural studies anthology from the sophisticated research of a new generation 
of scholars. lsquo;Irishness,rsquo; still an attractive or scandalous stereotype, is here understood through reflection on 
nation, ethnicity, class, and gendermdash;reflection that is in turn animated by the obtuseness of lsquo;Irishnessrsquo; 
in its newly global situation. Expressing a variety of views through vivid examples, this anthology becomes itself 
exemplary.rdquo;mdash;Dudley Andrew, Yale University 


