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Clarence Carlson : The Jamestown Furniture Industry: History in Wood, 1816-1920  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Jamestown Furniture Industry: History in 
Wood, 1816-1920: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Sandy JoVery interesting read.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. This is a great local history book with more businesses than I had heard of! A must have for 
furniture buffsBy William H PaxI bought this book for my dad and he enjoys it a great deal. Lots of great detail and 
information about furniture companies we didn't know exited in Jamestown. A good gift.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B011896INE


While all but gone today, Jamestown's furniture industry was once the second-largest producer of furniture in the 
United States. Manufacturing boomed from 1816, when William Breed and Royal Keyes opened their shops, to the 
1920s, when Jamestown was still one of the top wood furniture producers in the country. In the nineteenth century, the 
thriving railroad industry allowed Jamestown's quality creations to be distributed nationwide. After the Civil War, an 
influx of Swedish immigrants brought their craftsmanship and skills to Jamestown, forming Morgan Manufacturing, 
Empire Furniture Company and many others. Then, their pieces were valued for quality and durability; today, they're 
coveted by collectors as beautiful antiques. Local expert Clarence Carlson uncovers the fascinating story of Jamestown 
furniture.

About the AuthorClarence Carlson is on the board of directors and is a docent for Fenton History Center. He is also a 
member of the Historical Marker Committee and a tour guide for Jamestown City Industrial Area Tours. He has done 
furniture history presentations for many groups, including a six part series for a public access radio station for the 
Chautauqua County Arts Council. 


