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Ian Wilson : The Lost World of the Kimberley: Extraordinary glimpses of Australia's ice age ancestors  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Lost World of the 
Kimberley: Extraordinary glimpses of Australia's ice age ancestors: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy CustomerExcellent7 of 9 people found the following 
review helpful. Not a lot of hard science, but a very interesting bookBy Bradley WestI've visited the Kimberly region 
three times and was intrigued by the Bradshaw art, so I picked up the book with great anticipation. I found "Lost 
World of the Kimberley" enjoyable more from the perspective of having visited some of the places Ian Wilson 
describes than from any sense that this book represented a breakthrough in understanding the pre-Aboriginal 
settlement of Australia. Fascinating though the Bradshaws are, in the absence of other archeological evidence, there 
simply wasn't/ isn't enough else to make a compelling case for a different race of early inhabitants. Subsequent to 
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reading the book, I've read a couple of Internet-sourced articles by Australian academics that mention new DNA 
evidence confirming Aborigines as the sole source of bones/ artefacts dating from 20,000-40,000 years ago. So while 
it's a great story, I'm not certain that Mr. Wilson's conjectures are supported by the facts.

Australia's Kimberley was the cultural hub of the Ice Age world. Today, it holds within its bounds the world's largest 
collection of Ice Age figurative art, giving us vital clues to the origins of other cultures and civilisations right across 
the world. Back at a time when most of Europe lay deep beneath ice sheets, a people in the remote and rugged 
Kimberley Ranges of north-west Australia created figurative paintings of such verve and talent that they surpass all 
other of the world's rock art. Known as 'Bradshaws', after pioneer farmer Joseph Bradshaw who chanced upon the first 
examples in 1891, the Kimberley paintings feature lithe, graceful human figures depicted in a fashion altogether 
different from that of even the oldest traditional art, providing extraordinary visual insights into the everyday lives of 
Ice Age people.So who were these Bradshaw people? When did they live? What happened to them? Ian Wilson 
describes the early research on the Bradshaw paintings, and explains how advanced dating techniques have shed new 
light on the findings. He explores the theories put forward on for the origins of these seafaring people; one possibility 
is that they arrived from the Andaman Islands, where pygmy-like tribes still survive. Farther afield still the author 
draws connections with Saharan peoples, and he even unearths startling similarities with South American tribes. Lost 
World of the Kimberley is a wide-ranging and provocative look at the very Australian, yet also potentially 
international, mystery of the Bradshaw paintings of the Kimberley one of Australia's least known, yet most 
extraordinary, national treasures.

"A fascinating archaeological controversy."nbsp; mdash;CRL News 


