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William Henry Fox Talbot : The Pencil of Nature  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Pencil of Nature: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Incomplete and DisappointingBy Jo J C KellerI was very 
disappointed. Pencil of Nature is a rare book by one of the inventors of the photography process - Fox Talbot. The 
book should have illustrations and the photographer's description of each plate. However, this version included just the 
descriptions, making the book only marginally useful.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Mr Roger Rudichas advertided5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. No photographs!By LewContrary to 
expectations, the Kindle edition does not contain any photographs! The publisher of the reproduction has plenty to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00U3B8O90


complain about.

Each plate is accompanied by a short text which describes the scene and the photographic processes involved in 
obtaining it. Talbot emphasized the practical implications of his images (for instance, ldquo;The whole cabinet of a 
Virtuoso and collector of old China might be depicted on paper in little more time than it would take him to make a 
written inventory describing it in the usual way."), but he also recognized their artistic value ("The chief object of the 
present work is to place on record some of the early beginnings of a new art, before the period, which we trust is 
approaching, of its being brought to maturity by the aid of British talent.") 

"Nice for history of photography collections." mdash;Library Journal (October 6, 2011) 


