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Peri-urban interfaces - the zones where urban and rural areas meet - suffer from the greatest problems to humans 
caused by rapid urbanization, including intense pressures on resources, slum formation, lack of adequate services such 
as water and sanitation, poor planning and degradation of farmland. These areas, home to hundreds of millions of 
people, face unique problems and need distinctive and innovative approaches and solutions.This book, authored by top 
researchers and practitioners, covers the full breadth and depth of the impacts of rapid urbanization on livelihoods, 
poverty and resources in the peri-urban zones in diverse African, Asian, Latin American and Caribbean contexts. 
Topics include peri-urban resource sustainability, ecosystems and societies and environmental changes in peri-urban 
zones. Rich case studies cover production systems and livelihoods including the impacts of irrigated vegetable 
production, horticulture, dairy enterprises, waste-fed fisheries and pastoral livelihoods. Also addressed are planning 
and development issues in the peri-urban interface including the difficulty in achieving sustainability, conflict and 
cooperation over resources, and a fresh look at the relationship between people and their environment. The final part 
of the book presents policies and strategies for promoting and measuring sustainability in peri-urban zones including 
community-based waste management, the co-management of watersheds and empowerment of the poor.This book is 
the most comprehensive examination of the challenges and solutions facing the people and environments of peri-urban 
zones and is essential reading for all practitioners, students and academics in geography and development.

'The book is a welcome addition to the small corpus of literature which addresses the nature of, problems, and 
planning issues associated with this type of area which now houses a significant number of the world's citizens.' 
Graeme Hugo, University of Adelaide, Geographical Journal, 2007. 'This is a useful collection of case studies relating 
to a neglected but important and rapidly growing part of global settlement systems.' Graeme Hugo, University of 
Adelaide, Geographical Journal, 2007.About the AuthorDuncan McGregor is Senior Lecturer in Geography, David 
Simon is Professor of Development Geography and Donald Thompson is the Geography Department's Skills and IT 
Training Officer at Royal Holloway University of London, UK. 


