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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting Point of ViewBy Ko WibowoIt is not a topic I thought it 
would take me.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy N. A.This scholarly book contains 
plenty of significant information and relevant theory although the flow is a bit chaotic.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Customera bright book!
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In The Possibility of an Absolute Architecture, Pier Vittorio Aureli proposes that a sharpened formal consciousness in 
architecture is a precondition for political, cultural, and social engagement with the city. Aureli uses the term absolute 
not in the conventional sense of "pure," but to denote something that is resolutely itself after being separated from its 
other. In the pursuit of the possibility of an absolute architecture, the other is the space of the city, its extensive 
organization, and its government. Politics is agonism through separation and confrontation; the very condition of 
architectural form is to separate and be separated. Through its act of separation and being separated, architecture 
reveals at once the essence of the city and the essence of itself as political form: the city as the composition of 
(separate) parts. Aureli revisits the work of four architects whose projects were advanced through the making of 
architectural form but whose concern was the city at large: Andrea Palladio, Giovanni Battista Piranesi, Étienne Louis-
Boullée, and Oswald Mathias Ungers. The work of these architects, Aureli argues, addressed the transformations of 
the modern city and its urban implications through the elaboration of specific and strategic architectural forms. Their 
projects for the city do not take the form of an overall plan but are expressed as an "archipelago" of site-specific 
interventions.

Challenging the discursive boundaries and interpretive habits of countless late modern and contemporary architectural 
histories and theories, and with penetrating analysis directed at a compelling band of co-conspirators from Palladio to 
Ungers, who share with Aureli a deep suspicion of modern urbanization, this book is a forensic tour de force. A 
generational call for retrieving the concept of the city -- as well as the reality of its histories -- as the basis for thinking 
architecture's possibilities anew. (Brett Steele, Director, Architectural Association School of Architecture)What at first 
glance appears to be a book of architectural history is in fact a radical attack on theory, sweeping away the foundations 
of current thought in its wake. Aureli's work stands against the forces of an unlimited urbanization, proposing an idea 
of absolute architecture as a confrontation with the forces of global capital. A must read for those passionate about 
architecture and its future. (Peter Eisenman)About the AuthorPier Vittorio Aureli, an architect and educator, teaches at 
the Berlage Institute in Rotterdam and the Technical University of Delft. He is the author of The Project of Autonomy 
and other books. 


