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William Pain : The Practical Builder: The Classic 18th-Century Handbook (Dover Architecture)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Practical Builder: The 
Classic 18th-Century Handbook (Dover Architecture): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Original Do-It-Yourself BookBy Justin the ChefReprint of a 
book published in the 1790s. It has a lot of nice information quickly summarized. I would definitely recommend the 
paper version, as on the eBook you'd probably be zooming in and out a lot. Unfortunately, there's no introduction to 
put this book in historical context, so you may find some things confusing. First, this book was printed back when the 
"long s" was stilled used in English, which looks a lot like a lowercase f. For example, "so" would be spelled "?o." 
This can make reading the instructions a little confusion.The other gotcha is that measurements are in minutes (m), 
which you might first assume were meters (m). The book follows a long tradition of dividing the diameter of the base 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00F0WWKOC


column into 60 minutes, and then measuring all of the components of the rest of the order into minutes. So what you'd 
need to do is figure how how big you want to build, and then calculate your own, personal "minute". From there you 
can calculate the correct size of everything in the order. This book is a good introduction, but the 225 year old 
directions are a bit hard to follow, so maybe not the best for a beginner.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. A great reprint of one of William Pain's architectural booksBy David ArbogastThis is a great reprint of one of 
William Pain's architectural books, which served as a pivotal development of the architectural pattern books which 
blossomed in America with writers such as Asher Benjamin and Minard LaFever, followed by a host of others. This 
book has relatively large amounts of text relative to the actual drawings. The drawings focus on the Classical orders, 
which were the fountainhead of Georgian architecture. The book was intended not for the dilettante but for those 
engaged in construction. As such, it provides an interested counterpoint to elegant archtiectural works such as those by 
William Chambers.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. lots of goodBy mathmominteresting we are 
remodeling a victorian. lots of good ideas

This 1774 guidebook for English carpenters was one of the earliest "do-it-yourself" manuals ever published. The 
builders' manuals and pattern books of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries offered carpenters and other 
construction workers important resources for designs and techniques. Those unable to afford an architect's services 
could feel confident in the good taste of their residence by selecting designs from a pattern book. Employing 
elementary arithmetic and geometry, the guide's annotated and meticulously rendered engravings depict cross-sections 
of chimney-pieces, ceilings, cornices, and other architectural details.William Pain's manual was one of the earliest 
such works published in the United States. Printed in Philadelphia in 1797, it helped standardize key aspects of Federal 
architecture and served as a model for construction at George Washington's Mount Vernon home. Reprinted from an 
original 1774 edition, this is the only available version of a splendid reference for architectural historians and those 
with an interest in classical architecture.


