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Brother Lawrence : The Practice of the Presence of God and The Spiritual Maxims  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Practice of the Presence of God and The 
Spiritual Maxims: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great are You LordBy Therese StenzelThis is a book every Christian 
should reread once a year. We get so busy, distracted, bogged down, and we forget God's promises to, "be with us 
always." That means, in the car, the kitchen, the shower, bed, asleep, exercising etc. SO lets practice the sensation of 
His presence. As I sit at my desk right now, I feel His presence behind me and it brings me such peace. Great are You 
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Lord!38 of 39 people found the following review helpful. Practical and Accessible Mysticism for Us Every Day 
FolksBy Wisdom LoverThis former soldier entered a Carmelite monastery as a lay brother after spending some time in 
the very much real world. He became much loved for his friendliness and devotion and we are grateful that he was 
befriended by a member of the Catholic bureaucracy from outside the monastery. Thus, we have his letters and 
maxims, and biographical material.The good Brother gives clear and specific ways of handling our wayward thoughts, 
our errant behavior, our confusion, depression, and spiritual doubts. Anyone from any faith tradition would enjoy and 
benefit from the esteemed Brother's thoughts. It is not hard to take away a deep faith in this simple practice after just a 
page or two and see immediate results in one's life. This is a gentle, non-demanding way of continual prayer, that 
never seems to burden one, or to be a forceful or forced act. Hopefully, this will be a primer for starting contemplative 
or meditation practice for the reader.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book for the spiritual 
life!By CLINTONnbsp;Tnbsp;BREWERThis book is life changing. It is simple and seemingly repetitive, but there is 
newness of concepts presented if you have the patience to search the text deeper and perhaps read more than once.It is 
a breath of fresh air in the spiritual life, at once liberating and demanding of souls seeking to follow God.One 
takeaway: We have little time in this world. Let us love our Creator and seek to remain in His Presence.

A former soldier, French mystic Nicholas Herman, aka BROTHER LAWRENCE (1611?-1691), was converted to a 
powerful love of God at age 18 by a humble observation of nature, and his thoughts, collected in these two 
uncomplicated works of devotion, remain among the most pure and most powerful adorations of the divine. A lay 
Carmelite brother, Lawrence spent most of his time in the monasteryapos;s kitchens, and his simple, earthy 
observations on the direct paths to communication with God continue to inspire those seeking a stronger, more potent 
spirituality today.


