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Aubrey Beardsley, Alexander Pope : The Rape of the Lock (Dover Fine Art, History of Art)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Rape of the Lock (Dover Fine Art, 
History of Art): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. English LiteratureBy TexasBoyGood book with nice illustrations! 
English Lit requirement and worth the money!12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. The ultimate "mock 
epic"By bixodoidoThis poem serves two purposes. First, Pope wrote it in response to an upper-class quarrel over an 
event at a party in which a young girl had her hair cut. The incident itself was petty and stupid, but the families of the 
parties involved were taking it very seriously. Pope, then, wrote this poem in epic form (the most grand of poetic 
forms) to show the absurdity of the matter, and thus reconcile the offender and offended.That is the first function of 
this poem. Even though the incident is long forgotten, the poem is still very funny. But there is a greater purpose to 
this poem--it was written like an epic. It contains several epic elements--an epic battle (at the card game), the 
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invocation of muses and gods, the epic quest (to cut the hair), and several literary devices, such as epic-length similes 
and catalogs. This is what makes this poem so great, and what serves as a testimony to Pope's remarkable genius for 
wit and satire.Pope was, in my opinion, one of the greatest English poets, certainly the greatest satirist. This is one of 
his greatest works, and it is short enough to read over and over again without investing too much time.

Only rarely in publishing history has the ideal edition of a literary work been created, where text, typography, and 
illustrations complement one another perfectly. Among the few examples are the Kelmscott Chaucer, Baskerville's 
Milton, and Beardsley's Salome. Another such book is the 1896 edition of Pope's The Rape of the Lock, illustrated by 
Aubrey Beardsley.Beardsley's elaborate drawings for The Rape of the Lock were created during the last phase of his 
brief career. This nearly Romantic period, characterized by rich, brilliantly imagined decoration and ornamentation 
and by high textual contrasts, was perfectly suited to the blend of mock-heroic, satire, and delicate fancy of Pope's 
poems. As Beardsley's biographer R. A. Walker wrote, "These drawings show a verve, a wit and appreciation of the 
poem than can scarcely be matched in English literature." Using his unique line and "black blot" technique, Beardsley 
created a masterpiece of design and mood.This Dover edition reproduces the first edition: the complete text of the five-
canto poem, notes, seven full-page drawings, two half-page drawings, and the original cover design by Beardsley.

From the Back CoverOnly rarely in publishing history has the ideal edition of a literary work been created, where text, 
typography, and illustrations complement one another perfectly. Among the few examples are the Kelmscott Chaucer, 
Baskerville's Milton, and Beardsley's Salome. Another such book is the 1896 edition of Pope's The Rape of the Lock, 
illustrated by Aubrey Beardsley.Beardsley's elaborate drawings for The Rape of the Lock were created during the last 
phase of his brief career. This nearly Romantic period, characterized by rich, brilliantly imagined decoration and 
ornamentation and by high textual contrasts, was perfectly suited to the blend of mock-heroic, satire, and delicate 
fancy of Pope's poems. As Beardsley's biographer R. A. Walker wrote, "These drawings show a verve, a wit and 
appreciation of the poem than can scarcely be matched in English literature." Using his unique line and "black blot" 
technique, Beardsley created a masterpiece of design and mood.This Dover edition reproduces the first edition: the 
complete text of the five-canto poem, notes, seven full-page drawings, two half-page drawings, and the original cover 
design by Beardsley. 


