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Gilbert J. Gorski, James E. Packer : The Roman Forum: A Reconstruction and Architectural Guide  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Roman Forum: A 
Reconstruction and Architectural Guide: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Groundbreaking!By TarraSimply fabulous! Visually this 
masterpiece brings these famous ruins to life. For the first time in breathtakingreconstructions we see how powerful 
leaders made their position and opinions known via architecture. A rich tapestry is revealed of social dominance and 
power coupled with intriguing stories of the citizens. Highly engaging read full of revelations and entertaining 
insights.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. I love this bookBy CustomerA marvelous book with an in 
depth, fabulously illustrated look at the structures as they originally appeared and as they decayed over time. I love 
this book.11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. awesome book!!By Lee J. GovatosAs an architectural 
historian who has studied Roman architecture his whole life and consequently knew more than the guides at the 
Roman Forum, particularly, I can confidently say this magnificent book in every way has exceeded my expectations. 
No other book has remotely compared with this definitive study in regards to scholarship and artistry. The illustrations 
are incredibly realistic ,almost photographic in their details. Plans, elevations and sections of each building reflect the 
latest findings with respect to archaeology and research. Heretofore I have never before seen in countless books an 
alternative restoration of the arcaded facade of the Basilica Julia, with a second story terrace, in addition to its "usual" 
depiction without the terrace. Because there is no conclusive evidence, I appreciated the authors illustrating both 
possible elevations, a remarkable first, in my opinion. Quite frankly, I believe that any and all learned institutions and 
anyone interested in art history or Roman architeture should unquestionably have this book to enjoy.

The Roman Forum was in many ways the heart of the Roman Empire. Today, the Forum exists in a fragmentary state, 
having been destroyed and plundered by barbarians, aristocrats, citizens and priests over the past two millennia. 
Enough remains, however, for archaeologists to reconstruct its spectacular buildings and monuments. This richly 
illustrated volume provides an architectural history of the central section of the Roman Forum during the Empire (31 
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BCE–476 CE), from the Temple of Julius Caesar to the monuments on the slope of the Capitoline hill. Bringing 
together state-of-the-art technology in architectural illustration and the expertise of a prominent Roman archaeologist, 
this book offers a unique reconstruction of the Forum, providing architectural history, a summary of each building's 
excavation and research, scaled digital plans, elevations, and reconstructed aerial images that not only shed light on the 
Forum's history but vividly bring it to life. With this book, scholars, students, architects and artists will be able to 
visualize for the first time since antiquity the character, design and appearance of the famous heart of ancient Rome.
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