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Edward Hollis : The Secret Lives of Buildings: From the Ruins of the Parthenon to the Vegas Strip in Thirteen 
Stories  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Secret 
Lives of Buildings: From the Ruins of the Parthenon to the Vegas Strip in Thirteen Stories: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Know more about buildings (old and new) and enjoy.By Janet 
Deshon HealyWhat a handy book of useful bits of information on some significant well loved sites in the world. This 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B003JBICKM


book is well reasearched without fooy notes or end notes so is not for the hardened historian looking for quotable 
sources. This book is written by an architect about buildings...old and new....and is a facinating readI bought it to learn 
more about Notre Dame as author, Hollis, offered extra insight into its history not generally found elsewhere. From 
this I have been able to extend my reasearch.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wow!By JuanRaymon 
RubioThis book surprisingly took me on a spiritual journey. I found myself delving into the architecture that these 
kings and kingdoms did for glory. From Holy Wisdom to the Western Wall this book connected many pieces of man's 
history with a higher power.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Interesting and Wonderful 
ArchitectureBy dd-556Very Interesting Book for various buildings

A strikingly original, beautifully narrated history of Western architecture and the cultural transformations that it 
representsConcrete, marble, steel, brick: little else made by human hands seems as stable, as immutable, as a building. 
Yet the life of any structure is neither fixed nor timeless. Outliving their original contexts and purposes, buildings are 
forced to adapt to each succeeding age. To survive, they must become shape-shifters.In an inspired refashioning of 
architectural history, Edward Hollis recounts more than a dozen stories of such metamorphosis, highlighting the way 
in which even the most familiar structures all change over time into "something rich and strange." The Parthenon, that 
epitome of a ruined temple, was for centuries a working church and then a mosque; the cathedral of Notre Dame was 
"restored" to a design that none of its original makers would have recognized. Remains of the Berlin Wall, meanwhile, 
which was once gleefully smashed and bulldozed, are now treated as precious relics.With The Secret Lives of 
Buildings, Edward Hollis recounts the most enthralling of these metamorphoses and shows how buildings have come 
to embody the history of Western culture.


