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Johann Wolfgang von Goethe : Theory of Colours  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Theory of Colours: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Poor FormattingBy Rajiv ChopraI am giving this book a three star 
rating for one simple reason and that is the way that the book has been formatted. I should have read it on the IPad, but 
the very fact that I have to keep going to the back to look at the images, is a pain.Without images, and with a style of 
writing that is now obviously hard to follow, it becomes a difficult book to read. there is some wonderful material in 
the book, but the chore of closing my eyes and constantly visualising stuff is too much of a pain.4 of 4 people found 
the following review helpful. First comes TheoryBy A. ClyburnThis is a great book, and though the format wasn't as I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0029F1Y6I


expected at the beginning - the information was priceless. Definitely a plus and a recommended read.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Hanneke HollanderVery interesting

By the time Goethe's Theory of Colours appeared in 1810, the wavelength theory of light and color had been firmly 
established. To Goethe, the theory was the result of mistaking an incidental result for an elemental principle. Far from 
pretending to a knowledge of physics, he insisted that such knowledge was an actual hindrance to understanding. He 
based his conclusions exclusively upon exhaustive personal observation of the phenomena of color.Of his own theory, 
Goethe was supremely confident: "From the philosopher, we believe we merit thanks for having traced the phenomena 
of colours to their first sources, to the circumstances under which they appear and are, and beyond which no further 
explanation respecting them is possible."Goethe's scientific conclusions have, of course, long since been thoroughly 
demolished, but the intelligent reader of today may enjoy this work on quite different grounds: for the beauty and 
sweep of his conjectures regarding the connection between color and philosophical ideas; for an insight into early 
nineteenth-century beliefs and modes of thought; and for the flavor of life in Europe just after the American and 
French Revolutions.The work may also be read as an accurate guide to the study of color phenomena. Goethe's 
conclusions have been repudiated, but no one quarrels with his reporting of the facts to be observed. With simple 
objects -- vessels, prisms, lenses, and the like -- the reader will be led through a demonstration course not only in 
subjectively produced colors, but also in the observable physical phenomena of color. By closely following Goethe's 
explanations of the color phenomena, the reader may become so divorced from the wavelength theory -- Goethe never 
even mentions it -- that he may begin to think about color theory relatively unhampered by prejudice, ancient or 
modern.


